
Scientific name Common name Classification level 1 Classification 

level 2

Habitat associations Further information (based on local knowledge from species experts 

and recording groups)

Date last recorded in 

Cambridgeshire and 

Peterborough

Limosa limosa subsp. limosa Black-tailed Godwit Birds bird wetlands Nene Washes and Ouse Washes are important breeding sites. 2012

Pyrrhula pyrrhula subsp. pileata Common Bullfinch Birds bird

farmland, rural gardens, 

orchards Red-listed based on long-term decline. 2013

Locustella naevia Common Grasshopper Warbler Birds bird wetlands, arable Rapidly decreasing. Reasons likely largely due to factors outside UK. 2013

Carduelis cannabina subsp. 

autochthona/cannabina Common Linnet Birds bird

farmland, rural gardens, 

orchards Red-listed based on long-term decline. 2013

Emberiza calandra subsp. 

calandra/clanceyi Corn Bunting Birds bird arable Red-listed based on long-term decline. 2013

Crex crex Corn Crake Birds bird Re-introduced at Nene Washes. 2012

Numenius arquata Eurasian Curlew Birds bird

Passage bird, which does not currently breed in our area, but potentially 

could in future. 2012

Passer montanus Eurasian Tree Sparrow Birds bird

A few breeding colonies in our area, which are mostly associated with 

orchards or hedgerows. 2012

Streptopelia turtur European Turtle Dove Birds bird Decline due to factors both in UK and abroad. 2013

Botaurus stellaris Great Bittern Birds bird reedbed

Cambs reedbeed creation projects are now of national importance for 

breeding bittern. 2013

Perdix perdix Grey Partridge Birds bird arable Low numbers throughout our area on farmland. 2013

Coccothraustes coccothraustes Hawfinch Birds bird woodland

Very rare in our area. Most records are from winter. Not likely to be 

breeding but possible. 2012

Larus argentatus subsp. argenteus Herring Gull Birds bird 2010

Passer domesticus House Sparrow Birds bird urban, hedgerows

Has declined significantly in farmland and now most often associated 

with human settlements. Often nests in houses and is therefore affected 

by renovations/removal of roof holes. Benefits from installation of house 

sparrow boxes. 2014

Carduelis cabaret Lesser Redpoll Birds bird No recent breeding records. Now a winter visitor. 2013

Dendrocopos minor subsp. comminutus Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Birds bird woodland

One of the rarest breeding birds in our area, likely down to just 3 or 4 

sites. 2012

Poecile palustris subsp. palustris/dresseri Marsh Tit Birds bird woodland

In low numbers in most ancient woodlands in our area. Well-studied 

population at Monk's Wood. 2011

Vanellus vanellus Northern Lapwing Birds bird wetlands, arable

More often tied to wetlands/wet grassland. Seem to have low breeding 

success often due to predation or poor management. 2014

Emberiza schoeniclus Reed Bunting Birds bird reedbed, farmland, wetland

Nests on the ground or in ditches so can be vulnerable to predation and 

management activity. Affected by the "hungry gap" where there is little 

food available on farmland in late winter/early spring. 2013

Alauda arvensis subsp. arvensis/scotica Sky Lark Birds bird arable

Benefits from skylark plots created in farmland. Affected by the "hungry 

gap" where there is little food available on farmland in late winter/early 

spring. 2013

Turdus philomelos subsp. clarkei Song Thrush Birds bird farmland, woodland, urban Widespread but much declined. Reasons for decline are not clear. 2013

Muscicapa striata Spotted Flycatcher Birds bird

Much declined. Most often recorded as a summer visitor in parks, villages 

and woodlands. 2013

Burhinus oedicnemus Stone-curlew Birds bird arable Very rare breeding species in our area. 2012

Cygnus columbianus subsp. bewickii Tundra Swan Birds bird wetlands

Globally significant wintering numbers in our area, mostly on Nene 

Washes and Ouse Washes and the farmland between. 2006

Motacilla flava subsp. flavissima Yellow Wagtail Birds bird arable, wet grassland

Depends on crops like peas, and can be vulnerable to changes in harvest 

times. 2008



Emberiza citrinella Yellowhammer Birds bird arable, hedges

Nests in bramble or in ditches so can be vulnerable to management 

activity. Affected by the "hungry gap" where there is little food available 

on farmland in late winter/early spring. 2013

Anguilla anguilla European eel Fish (excluding purely marine species) bony fish rivers, streams 1997

Cobitis taenia Spined loach Fish (excluding purely marine species) bony fish rivers, streams

Found at Nene Washes and Ouse Washes, where it is part of the reasons 

for selection for both SACs. 2013

Entoloma bloxamii Big Blue Pinkgill Fungi (including lichens)

fungus (non 

lichenised) 1998

Caloplaca virescens a Lichen Fungi (including lichens) lichen parkland Usually recorded on the base of spreading parkland trees. 1977

Bacidia incompta a Lichen Fungi (including lichens) lichen

Particularly associated with seepage tracks from wounds on old tree 

trunks. 2012

Caloplaca luteoalba Orange-Fruited Elm-lichen Fungi (including lichens) lichen

Associated with mature elm trees, so has undergone massive national 

decline.  Can also be found on exposed lignin at base of sycamores. 1974

Bufo bufo Common Toad Herptiles (amphibians and reptiles) amphibian ponds 2013

Triturus cristatus Great Crested Newt Herptiles (amphibians and reptiles) amphibian ponds

Significant proportion of national population in our area, with the largest 

UK (possibly largest European) population near Peterborough. Orton Pit 

SAC  designated in part for this population of great crested newts. 2013

Vipera berus Adder Herptiles (amphibians and reptiles) reptile heathland Most records in Peterborough area. 2013

Zootoca vivipara Common Lizard Herptiles (amphibians and reptiles) reptile 2013

Natrix natrix Grass Snake Herptiles (amphibians and reptiles) reptile Fairly common in our area. 2013

Anguis fragilis Slow-worm Herptiles (amphibians and reptiles) reptile Most records in Peterborough area. 2011

Orthotricum obtusifolium Blunt-leaved Bristle-moss Non-vascular plants bryophyte 2011

Tortula vahliana Chalk Screw-moss Non-vascular plants bryophyte Associated with chalkpits. 2009

Weissia squarrosa Spreading-leaved Beardless-moss Non-vascular plants bryophyte Associated with ungrazed winter stubble. 1990

Weissia sterilis Sterile Beardless-moss Non-vascular plants bryophyte Associated with lightly grazed chalk grassland. 1990

Chara canescens Bearded Stonewort Non-vascular plants stonewort ponds 2006

Nitella tenuissima Dwarf Stonewort Non-vascular plants stonewort ponds 2000

Tolypella prolifera Great Tassel Stonewort Non-vascular plants stonewort ponds 2002

Bombus ruderatus Large Garden Bumblebee Terrestrial invertebrates bee 2011

Bombus ruderarius Red-shanked Carder-bee Terrestrial invertebrates bee 2010

Ophonus puncticollis a Downy-back Ground Beetle Terrestrial invertebrates beetle 1989

Agonum scitulum a Ground Beetle Terrestrial invertebrates beetle Difficult to identify/verify records. 1993

Orchestes testaceus Alder Flea Weevil Terrestrial invertebrates beetle Well monitored/researched colony at Holme Fen. 2010

Oberea oculata Eyed Longhorn Beetle Terrestrial invertebrates beetle 2013

Ophonus melletii Mellet's Downy-back Terrestrial invertebrates beetle Difficult to identify/verify records. 2014

Carabus monilis Necklace Ground Beetle Terrestrial invertebrates beetle 1990

Melanapion minimum Sallow Guest Weevil Terrestrial invertebrates beetle 1974

Bembidion quadripustulatum Scarce Four-dot Pin-palp Terrestrial invertebrates beetle

Most often associated with part-bare water margins and highly organic 

mud. 2010

Chrysolina graminis Tansy Beetle Terrestrial invertebrates beetle Recently re-found at Woodwalton Fen. Also re-introduced at Wicken Fen. 2014

Ribautodelphax imitans Tall Fescue Planthopper Terrestrial invertebrates bug grassland 

Most often associated with tussocky, species-poor grassland. May not be 

all that rare. 2013

Erynnis tages Dingy Skipper Terrestrial invertebrates butterfly 2013

Pyrgus malvae Grizzled Skipper Terrestrial invertebrates butterfly brownfield 2013

Cupido minimus Small Blue Terrestrial invertebrates butterfly chalk/limestone grassland

Needs a mix of vegetation and bare chalk. Depends on kidney vetch. Very 

few recent records. 2003

Coenonympha pamphilus Small Heath Terrestrial invertebrates butterfly

grassland, arable field 

margins Fairly common in some areas. 2013

Lasiommata megera Wall Terrestrial invertebrates butterfly Very few recent records. 2013



Limenitis camilla White Admiral Terrestrial invertebrates butterfly woodland

Associated with honeysuckle. Seems to be spreading naturally in 

neighbouring counties recently. 2014

Satyrium w-album White Letter Hairstreak Terrestrial invertebrates butterfly woodland, hedges Associated withs elm. Probably under-recorded. 2013

Austropotamobius pallipes White-clawed freshwater crayfish Terrestrial invertebrates crustacean rivers, streams, ponds

A few small populations in our area. Vulnerable to competition and 

disease spread by non-native crayfish. 2014

Aeshna isosceles Norfolk Hawker Terrestrial invertebrates dragonfly fens Recently re-found at Paxton Pits. 2013

Lipara similis Cigarillo Gall-fly Terrestrial invertebrates fly Associated with common reed. 2013

Dorylomorpha clavifemora Clubbed Big-headed Fly Terrestrial invertebrates fly reedbed

Parasitic on larval leafhoppers and seems to be associated with common 

reed. 2001

Callicera spinolae Golden Hoverfly Terrestrial invertebrates fly parkland Associated with old trees with rotholes and flowering ivy. 2002

Dorycera graminum Phoenix Fly Terrestrial invertebrates fly brownfield, grassland 2013

Pseudanodonta complanata

Depressed (or compressed) river 

mussel Terrestrial invertebrates mollusc rivers, streams 2000

Vertigo moulinsiana Desmoulin's Whorl Snail Terrestrial invertebrates mollusc 2011

Valvata macrostoma Large-mouthed Valve Snail Terrestrial invertebrates mollusc 2014

Ennomos quercinaria August Thorn Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2013

Eugnorisma glareosa Autumnal Rustic Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2011

Pareulype berberata Barberry Carpet Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2000

Trichopteryx polycommata Barred Tooth-striped Terrestrial invertebrates moth 1997

Agrochola lychnidis Beaded Chestnut Terrestrial invertebrates moth Reasonably common in our area. 2013

Timandra comae Blood-vein Terrestrial invertebrates moth Reasonably common in our area. 2013

Lycia hirtaria Brindled Beauty Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2013

Melanchra pisi Broom Moth Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2013

Agrochola litura Brown-spot Pinion Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2013

Spilosoma luteum Buff Ermine Terrestrial invertebrates moth Fairly common in our area. 2013

Atethmia centrago Centre-barred Sallow Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2013

Scotopteryx bipunctaria Chalk Carpet Terrestrial invertebrates moth Associated with chalk habitats. 2008

Pechipogo strigilata Common Fan-foot Terrestrial invertebrates moth 1976

Blepharita adusta Dark Brocade Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2013

Pelurga comitata Dark Spinach Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2013

Xanthorhoe ferrugata Dark-barred Twin-spot Carpet Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2013

Aporophyla lutulenta Deep-brown Dart Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2013

Melanchra persicariae Dot Moth Terrestrial invertebrates moth Reasonably common in our area. 2013

Graphiphora augur Double Dart Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2008

Apamea remissa Dusky Brocade Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2013

Ennomos fuscantaria Dusky Thorn Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2013

Xanthia gilvago Dusky-lemon Sallow Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2013

Amphipoea oculea Ear Moth Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2013

Cyclophora porata False Mocha Terrestrial invertebrates moth 1971

Tholera decimalis Feathered Gothic Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2013

Diloba caeruleocephala Figure Of Eight Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2011

Agrochola helvola Flounced Chestnut Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2009

Tyta luctuosa Four-Spotted Moth Terrestrial invertebrates moth Well monitored colony near Marholm. 2011

Epirrhoe galiata Galium Carpet Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2005

Euxoa nigricans Garden Dart Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2013

Arctia caja Garden Tiger Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2013

Hepialus humuli Ghost Moth Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2013

Cossus cossus Goat Moth Terrestrial invertebrates moth Associated with gravel pits and willows. 2013

Perizoma albulata subsp. albulata Grass Rivulet Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2010

Allophyes oxyacanthae Green-brindled Crescent Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2013

Acronicta psi Grey Dagger Terrestrial invertebrates moth Difficult to identify/verify records. 2013

Tholera cespitis Hedge Rustic Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2013

Nemophora fasciella Horehound Long-horn Moth Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2007



Acronicta rumicis Knot Grass Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2013

Apamea anceps Large Nutmeg Terrestrial invertebrates moth Reasonably common in our area. 2013

Rhizedra lutosa Large Wainscot Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2013

Chiasmia clathrata Latticed Heath Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2013

Noctua orbona Lunar Yellow Underwing Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2012

Brachylomia viminalis Minor Shoulder-knot Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2008

Caradrina morpheus Mottled Rustic Terrestrial invertebrates moth Reasonably common in our area. 2013

Amphipyra tragopoginis Mouse Moth Terrestrial invertebrates moth Reasonably common in our area. 2013

Scopula marginepunctata Mullein Wave Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2004

Watsonalla binaria Oak Hook-tip Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2013

Cymatophorima diluta Oak Lutestring Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2013

Orthonama vittata Oblique Carpet Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2013

Trichiura crataegi Pale Eggar Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2013

Orthosia gracilis Powdered Quaker Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2013

Melanthia procellata Pretty Chalk Carpet Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2012

Mesoligia literosa Rosy Minor Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2013

Hydraecia micacea Rosy Rustic Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2013

Sciota hostilis Scarce Aspen Knot-horn Terrestrial invertebrates moth 1998

Phyllonorycter sagitella Scarce Aspen Midget Moth Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2012

Ennomos erosaria September Thorn Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2012

Scotopteryx chenopodiata Shaded Broad-bar Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2013

Mythimna comma Shoulder-striped Wainscot Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2013

Hemistola chrysoprasaria Small Emerald Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2013

Ecliptopera silaceata Small Phoenix Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2013

Diarsia rubi Small Square-spot Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2013

Tyria jacobaeae The Cinnabar Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2013

Chortodes extrema The Concolorous Terrestrial invertebrates moth Associated with wood small-reed. 2013

Celaena leucostigma The Crescent Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2013

Adscita statices The Forester Terrestrial invertebrates moth

Malacosoma neustria The Lackey Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2013

Hoplodrina blanda The Rustic Terrestrial invertebrates moth Difficult to identify/verify records. 2013

Xanthia icteritia The Sallow Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2013

Eulithis mellinata The Spinach Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2013

Asteroscopus sphinx The Sprawler Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2013

Chesias legatella The Streak Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2012

Macaria wauaria V-moth Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2006

Spilosoma lubricipeda White Ermine Terrestrial invertebrates moth Reasonably common in our area. 2013

Euxoa tritici White-line Dart Terrestrial invertebrates moth 2013

Cosmia diffinis White-spotted Pinion Terrestrial invertebrates moth woodland, hedges Associate with elm. 2013

Clubiona rosserae Rosser's Sac-spider Terrestrial invertebrates spider Only found at one site in the UK. 2010

Sitticus caricis Sedge Jumper Terrestrial invertebrates spider 1999

Meioneta mollis Thin Weblet Terrestrial invertebrates spider 1999

Odynerus melanocephalus Black-headed Mason Wasp Terrestrial invertebrates wasp Associated with brick pits. 2011

Cerceris quinquefasciata Five-banded Weevil-wasp Terrestrial invertebrates wasp 2013

Barbastella barbastellus Barbastelle Bat Terrestrial mammals

terrestrial 

mammal woodland

Wimpole and Eversden SAC designated for its breeding colony of 

Barbastelles. 2012

Lepus europaeus Brown Hare Terrestrial mammals

terrestrial 

mammal arable 2013

Plecotus auritus Brown long-eared bat Terrestrial mammals

terrestrial 

mammal 2014

Muscardinus avellanarius Dormouse Terrestrial mammals

terrestrial 

mammal woodland, hedges

Only present in our area as a re-introduction. At two sites, Brampton 

Wood and Bedford Purlieus. 2014



Micromys minutus Harvest Mouse Terrestrial mammals

terrestrial 

mammal 2011

Nyctalus noctula Noctule Terrestrial mammals

terrestrial 

mammal 2012

Lutra lutra Otter Terrestrial mammals

terrestrial 

mammal rivers, streams

Have been increasing steadily in our area since 1990s, but have declined 

in some other areas of the UK. 2013

Mustela putorius Polecat Terrestrial mammals

terrestrial 

mammal Can hybridise with ferrets. 2010

Pipistrellus pygmaeus Soprano Pipistrelle Terrestrial mammals

terrestrial 

mammal 2013

Arvicola terrestris Water Vole Terrestrial mammals

terrestrial 

mammal rivers, streams

Widespread but have declined in most rivers in our area and increased in 

some other areas. Vulnerable to predation by mink. 2014

Erinaceus europaeus West European Hedgehog Terrestrial mammals

terrestrial 

mammal Nationally declining. 2013

Scleranthus annuus Annual Knawel Vascular plants vascular plant 2008

Clinopodium acinos Basil Thyme Vascular plants vascular plant

chalk/limestone grassland, 

brownfield 2014

Filago pyramidata Broad-leaved Cudweed Vascular plants vascular plant 2004

Euphrasia pseudokerneri Chalk Eyebright Vascular plants vascular plant chalk/limestone grassland Endemic to the UK. 2014

Ranunculus arvensis Corn Buttercup Vascular plants vascular plant Recent records are introductions. 2002

Galium tricornutum Corn Cleavers Vascular plants vascular plant 1998

Centaurea cyanus Cornflower Vascular plants vascular plant Recent records are introductions. 2011

Melampyrum cristatum Crested Cow-wheat Vascular plants vascular plant Significant proportion of national population in our area. 2014

Lolium temulentum Darnel Vascular plants vascular plant 1970

Senecio paludosus Fen Ragwort Vascular plants vascular plant Mostly introduced in our area. 2013

Viola persicifolia Fen Violet Vascular plants vascular plant fens Significant proportion of national population in our area. 2014

Luzula pallidula Fen Wood-rush Vascular plants vascular plant Significant proportion of national population in our area. 2005

Blysmus compressus Flat-sedge Vascular plants vascular plant marsh, flushes/seepages 2011

Ophrys insectifera Fly Orchid Vascular plants vascular plant wood margins/ride edges 2010

Coeloglossum viride Frog Orchid Vascular plants vascular plant 2014

Lythrum hyssopifolia Grass-poly Vascular plants vascular plant wet grassland 2013

Potamogeton compressus Grass-wrack Pondweed Vascular plants vascular plant ponds, rivers, large drains Significant proportion of national population in our area. 2014

Sium latifolium Greater Water Parsnip Vascular plants vascular plant ditches Significant proportion of national population in our area. 2012

Juniperus communis Juniper Vascular plants vascular plant 2014

Aceras anthropophorum Man Orchid Vascular plants vascular plant Significant proportion of national population in our area. 2014

Stellaria palustris Marsh Stitchwort Vascular plants vascular plant 2013

Pulsatilla vulgaris Pasqueflower Vascular plants vascular plant chalk/limestone grassland Significant proportion of national population in our area. 2014

Mentha pulegium Pennyroyal Vascular plants vascular plant Significant proportion of national population in our area. 2011

Adonis annua Pheasants-eye Vascular plants vascular plant 1983

Astragalus danicus Purple Milk-vetch Vascular plants vascular plant chalk/limestone grassland 2014

Carex ericetorum Rare Spring-sedge Vascular plants vascular plant Significant proportion of national population in our area. 2009

Galeopsis angustifolia Red Hemp-nettle Vascular plants vascular plant Associated with open, chalky soils. 1968

Centaurea calcitrapa Red Star-thistle Vascular plants vascular plant 1965

Alisma gramineum Ribbon-leaved Water-Plantain Vascular plants vascular plant 1976

Hordeum marinum Sea Barley Vascular plants vascular plant 2010

Scandix pecten-veneris Shepherd’s Needle Vascular plants vascular plant arable Significant proportion of national population in our area. 2014



Bupleurum tenuissimum Slender Hare`s-ear Vascular plants vascular plant

sea banks, upper edge of 

salt marshes 2012

Silene otites Spanish Catchfly Vascular plants vascular plant 2005

Torilis arvensis Spreading Hedge Parsley Vascular plants vascular plant Significant proportion of national population in our area. 2014

Arabis glabra Tower Mustard Vascular plants vascular plant 1996

Oenanthe fistulosa Tubular Water-dropwort Vascular plants vascular plant rivers, streams, fens, ponds 2013

Teucrium scordium Water Germander Vascular plants vascular plant 2011

Cephalanthera damasonium White Helleborine Vascular plants vascular plant Significant proportion of national population in our area. 2006

Iberis amara Wild Candytuft Vascular plants vascular plant very open chalky soils Significant proportion of national population in our area. 2014


